The Saint with Two Bodies                                        25

"Without further questioning the physician recom-
mended me highly for a pension, wnich I soon received,
I know the divine will of Lahiri Iviahasaya worked through
the doctor and the railway officials, including your father.
Automatically they obeyed the great gura's spiritual direc-
tion, and freed me for a life of unbroken communion
with the Beloved."

After this extraordinary revelation. Swami Pranaba-
nanda retired into one of his lon^ silences. As I was tak-
ing leave, touching his feet reverently, he gave me his
blessing:

"Your life belongs to the path of renunciation and
yoga. I shall see you again, with your father, later on.9"
The years brought fulfilment to bcih these predictions.

Kedar Nath Babu walked by my side in the gatfeeling
darkness. I delivered Father's tetter, which my compa-
nion read under a street lamp.

"You father suggests that I take a position in the
Calcutta office of his railway company. How pleasant to
look forward to one, at least, of the pensions that Swami
Pranabananda enjoys! But it is impossible! I cannot leave
Benares. Alas, two bodies are not ye: for

The power of appearing in more than one body is a siddhx
(yogic power) mentioned in Patanjali's Yoga Sutras. The pheno-
menon of bilocation has been exhibited in the lives of many
saints down the ages.